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being here and thank you for your services. W e also have g u e s t s
of Senator Rod Johnson under the north balcony. We have Orner
Troester oi Hampton, Nebraska. With him is an exchange s tuden t ,
Alberto Porras of Costa Rica. Would you gentlemen please stand
u p a n d b e r e c o g n i z ed . Tha n k y o u f o r b ei n g he r e . W e also h a v e ,
over un d e r t h e sout h balcony, a fo rmer member o f t h i s
Legislature, Senator Tom Fitzgerald,would yo u p l ea s e s t a n d up
and wave you r hand . Th an k you . Please welcome S enator
Fitzgerald back. Thank you , Tommy. Nr. Cl e r k , b ack t o t h e
r eading .

CLERK: (Read LB 81-98 by ti tle o f the first time . See
pages 61-67 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: We ' ll stand at ease for some 15 minutes or half an
hour while we get some of the work caught up up here i n f r on t .
So be at ease, please, for a while. T hank you .

EASE

CLERK: Meet i ng of the Health Committee, u nder t he no r t h
b alcony , r i g ht n ow . Health Committee, north balcony right now.

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BAPRETT: Addi t i o n a l b i l l i n t r odu ct i on s , N r . Cl er k .

ASSISTANT CLERK: (Read LB 99-150 by title for the first time.
See pages 67-76 of the Legislative Journal.) T hat ' s al l I h av e
at this time, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Nore b i l l i n t r odu c t i on s , Mr . Cl er k .

CLERK: ( Read LB 15 1- 160 b y t i t l e f o r the first t i ne. See
pages 76-79 of t he Leg islative Journa l . ) Mr . Pr " s i d en t , in
addi t i on t o t ho se new b i l l s I have n e w res olutions. (Read
LR 1-2 fo r t h e first time. See pages 79-81 of the Legislative
Journa l . )

Nr. P r e s i d e n t , i n add i t i on t o t h ose i t e m s I h ave a se r i e s o f
announcements. Nr . President, there will be a meeting of the
Execut rv e Bo a rd t od ay t three-fifteen for purposes of
referencing. Executive Board, three-fifteen for r efe r e n c i n g .

Nr. President, Senator Rod Johnson would like to have a meet i n g
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General Fi l e with amencments, LB 577 General File
amendments, those signed by S e n a t o r L an d i s as Ch a i r .
pages 848-49 of the Legislative Journal.)

Government, Military and Veterans Af fairs re ports LB 545 t o
General Fi l e wi t h amendments , LB 640 General File with
amendments, those sig ned by Sen at o r Baack a s C hair .
Transportation Committee reports LB 129 to General File, LB 695
to General File, those s igned b y S e n a t o r L a mb a s Chair . (See
pages 853-55 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, I have a report and a moti on b y t h e
Appropriations Com mittee r egard in g t h e Neb r aska Energy
Settlement Fund. That report is filed pursuant to s ta t u t e .

Mr. P r e s i d e n t , you r Enrolling Clerk ha s presented t o t h e
Governo r b i l l s read on F i n a l Re ad i ng this morning as of
10:00 a . m. ( Re: LB 34 2 , LB 11 4 , LB 2 21 . )

A new A bill, LB 183A by Senator Baack. (Read for the first
time by title.) A new r e s o l u t i o n , LR 37 b y S e n a t o r Ko r sh o j .
( Read br i e f ex p l an at i on . ) That wi l l be l a i d ov e r ,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t . ( See pages 8 5 7 - 5 8 o f t he Legislative Journal.)
That is all that I have at this time, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Mr . Clerk, proceed to General File, LB 357.

CLERK: LB 357 , Mr. President, introduced by Senators Nelson,
Smith, Schellpeper, Coordsen. (Read t i t l e . ) Th e b i l l was
i n t r o d u ce d on J an u a r y 1' , referred to the Education Committee.
T he b i l l was ad va n c e d to General File, Mr. P r e s i d e n t . Th e
Legis l a t u r e on Feb r u a r y 8 considered the bill. At that time
committee amendments were adopted . The r e was a n amendment t o
tne bill by Senator Nelson. T hat wa s a d o p t e d . Mr. Pr e s i d en t ,
Senator Withem then bracketed the motion until February 22. I
do have amendments pending, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Nelson, I wonder if perhaps we could
go to you first for a very short refresher on the b i l l t o b r i ng
us up to speed. Would you do that, please?

SENATOR NELSON: Th a n k yo u . I would be pleased to do so. As i t
was noted, LB 357 was bracketed when it was brought to us about
a week ago, and we finally, I guess, got to it t oday . The r e
w ere t wo m a i r . c o n c e r n s . Actually, first, I w i l l s t a r t and t e l l

with
(See
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basis .

to you.

have the body's attention just very briefly,

PRESIDENT: Ju st a moment, Senator Hall. ( Gavel. ) Cou l d w e
please have your attention. Senator Hall has something t o say

SENATOR HALL: High ly unusual, but....Mr. President, members,
LB 240 was a bill that was passed last year. The c o n t e n t s o f
LB 240 was amended into another bill that dealt with handicapped
p arking p e rm i t s . I t wa s a b i l l , I t h i nk , t h at Se n a t o r Wese l y
carried. So the contents of the b i l l wa s pa sse d last ye ar .
LB 240 is a bill that'ssitting on Select File. A nd I h av e a n
amendment that would gut the bill and place another bill into
LB 240. So I have a motion to s uspend the g e rmaneness r u l e a n d
offer the amendment. The amendment would be the bill t hat wa s
before the T ransportation Committee, LB 129, which deals with
the issue of a statewide dual party relay system for the hearing
a nd speech i mpa i r e d . It is a very important issue. It ' s a ve r y
important issue, not only in Nebraska but n ationwide . And I
would a sk t h e b od y ' s support in suspending the rules s o th a t
this bill could basically be discussed at this t ime a n d be
presented to the full Legislature in the form of LB 240. Now,
clearly this is the first time it's h appened i n t h e ses si o n .
There are those who may not want to support this measure clearly
on the basis of the parliamentary procedure. The fact that
L B 129 had no o pponents , was given , I t h i n k , a very t h o r oug h
hearing in Transportation by Senator Lamb and the committee, had
much s u p p o r t , and I think is very much needed and very timely.
Currently, before both the Senate and t he Hou s e i n Washington
there ar e p r opos a l s to mandate these relay systems. A nd tha t
m andate w i l l b e do n e b y i nd i v x d u a l telephone companies unless
the state has already put this system into place on a statewide

PRESIDENT: Senator Hall, may I i nt e r ru p t ?
your attention. There is a lot of noise.
wish to listen, please let's hold it down.

SENATOR HALL : T hank you , Mr . Pre s i d e n t . T he i ssue i s o n e o f
doing it in a very timely manner, doing it in a very efficient
manner by putting the relay system into place across the state.
Instead of having the hodgepodge, mismatched o perat io n whe r e
each individual telephone company would be required, by federal
mandate, to have this relay system, if we a re t o p a s s t h e
con=ents o f 129 , have it in p l ace prior to the federal

C ould we p l e a s e h a v e
And, f o r t ho se who
Senator Ha l l .
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t he r u l e s .

legislation that will go into effect, it's been passed out of
both houses of Co ngress , we will have a system that is very much
on-line, very efficient,very cost-effective to the people who
are out there trying to u se i t . LB 129 h as a n umber of
s upporter s w ho ar e her e t od a y , out in the Rotunda, folks from
both the Public Service Commission and the Commission for t he
Hearing Impaired who would be, I think, v ery happy t o s e e y o u r
support for this measure. It's unfortunate that 129 will not be
able to probably work its way through the system. I f we d o n ot
suspend t he r u l es , we won't very likely, unless t h e S p eaker
should special order it, be able to get to this issue yet t h i s
year and have t he system on-line in time to add the statewide
system in place prior to passage of the federal legislation. So
I would hopefully, very earnestly ask the body for your support
to suspend the rules and place LB 129 before us in the form of
an amendment to LB 240. Thank you, Mr. President.

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . The quest i o n b e f o r e u s , o f c ou r s e , i s
the suspension of the rules. Senator L amb o n t h e s uspension o f

SENATOR LAMB: Well, Mr. President and members, as Senato r Ha l l
mentioned LB 129, which will be adopted into this bill, is a
bill that was advanced by the Transportation Committee. And
LB 240, the original 240 wasamended into another bill. So we
have this vehicle here which Senator Hall would use t o ad v a n ce
LB 129 a n d, of cou r se , ge t it ahead of w here it would be
otherwise . I h ave n o o b je c t i o n s t o t he bi l l , LB 129 , as i t wa s
advanced from the c ommittee, I su p p or t t h e b i l l . Th e on l y
question I think is whether or not you want t o adopt thi s
procedure of advancing this bill, in this manner, ahead of s o me
o ther b i l l s t h at mi g h t l o gi c al l y co m e b e f o r e i t . So I wi l l
support the bill, I may not take part in the suspension process,
but that certainly is your decision.

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . Senator H a l l , wou l d y o u l i ke t o c l ose on
t he suspension .

SENATOR HALL : Ju st t o say, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate Senator
Lamb's comments and the work that the Transportation Committee
has put into this for the last couple of years. This amendment
has been filed on LB 240 since last year, so it is not something
that was brought to the Clerk's desk this morning. I t i s an
important issue. I would urge the body's support to suspend the
rule .
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PRESIDENT: Th an k you . The question is the suspension of the
rules. All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay . Requ i r e s 30
votes. We ' re voting on the suspension of the rules. Record,
N r. C l e r k , p l ea s e .

CLERK: 3 0 a y es , 2 n a y s , Nr . P res i d e n t , on the suspension of the

PRESIDENT: T h e r u l e s a re s u s pended. Now we' re b a ck t o t h e
b i l l . Sena t o r H a ll .

SENATOR HALL: Th a n k y ou , Nr . P re si d e n t , members. I appreciate
that last vote. I would ask you if you would please, the
amendment that you have before you is LB 129. I f you woul d o p e n
your bill books to that bill, probably the best explanation that
I can give is t o ask y ou to look at the explanation from
committee counsel for the Transportation Committee and also the
fiscal note that accompanies the bill. It explains the dual
party relay system and how ' t would operate. Currently in
Nebraska there are two systems that are in place. T he Cit y o f
Omaha and the City of Lincoln have this system that allows those
folks who are hearing impaired or speech impai re d t o b asi ca l l y
call in, use a de vice that is known as a TDD device, that I
happen to have here, and what they do is they place their phone
cradle into this machine. And then the machine will just print
out what the message is so those individuals who cannot hear or
cannot speak in a manner that is audible for other individuals
can just read what the message is. And it's unique, it is
what...I think the things that we talk about technology should
b e' doing and a l l ow f olk s w ho hav e a handicap to basically
function no d ifferent than you and I. We often times take fnr
grarted the simple operation of a telephone and forget that
Alexander Graham Bell, when he was inventing the machine, was
doing it as a way to help those who were hearing impaired. The
telephone industry is very supportive of the measure. A re l a y
system is one that has, I think, currently in place in about 16
states . And , as I m en t i o ned i n my open i n g in t h e r u l e
suspension, is currently in the process of coming down some
mandate from the federal government in the discrimination bill
that came out of the Senate and the House, so tha t i t i s j u st a
matter of time before these relay systems will be required to be
i n p l ac e . By d o i ng it on a statewide basis I think we
accomplish a number of things. Most importantly is we h av e a
uniform system across thestate that provides 24-hour service,

g ermaneness ru l e .
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companies .
SENATOR HABERMAN: And that money would go to the telephone

SENATOR HALL: The y wo u l d b e collected by the telephone company.

SENATOR HABERMAN: And is the money for the new commission and
for the new rent and for the new office buildings and so a n d so
forth, that would be paid out of what fund?

SENATOR HALL: The c o s t f o r he entire system would be paid out
cf the a c cess charge that would beon. So i n o t h e r wo r d s , the
three hundred odd thousand dollars that the four ce nts wo u ld
r a i se , Sena t or Haberman, wou l d co ve r t he cost of the system.
T hat i s i n c l ud i ng al l t ho se t h i ng s t h at you j u s t n am e d .

SENATOR HABERMAN: Then all costs to LB 129 will be paid for out
of the present four cents access l i ne ch ar ge which c o u l d g o t o
t en c e n t s .

SENATOR HALL: Tha t i s corre c t .

SENATOR HABERMAN: Is there any limit as to when the telephone
companies o r w h o eve r c ould r a i se i t t o t e n c ent s ?

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR HALL: It would be at the, again, discretion o f t h e
Public Se rvice Commission and it would be reviewed on an annua l
b asi s .

SENATOR HABERMAN: Would it not be from this new commission that
is being started?

SENATOR HALL : No .

SENATOR HABERMAN: T he adv i s o r y co m mi s s i o n ?

SENATOR HALL: No .

SENATOR HABERMAN: What xs their r ole g o i n g t o b e ?

SENATOR HALL: Thei r r o l e wi l l be t o w~ rk with t he hear ing
i mpai re d comm un i t y , t hose i nd i v i du al s , to establish, h elp
establish the system and make sure that it is up, opera t i n g and
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available to those individuals is ridiculous, so my efforts
working with the industry are to try to get the industry to
basically ante up the cost of the devices so that they then can
be distributed by this commission that Senator Haberman talked
about and the Commission for the Hearing Impaired so I want t o
see them to continue to buy in to a greater extent in this
program, you' re absolutely right that they could very well
absorb the cost themselves. This is a straightforward approach
on my part in terms of paying for it as we go, but that probably
is the policy question and you, a s always , h av e t o uc h e d on i t
without too much maneuvering.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Thank you, Senator Hall. I would j u s t l i k e t o
add that I do not see among the proponents any members of t he
i ndust r y . . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: ...I would have hoped they would be there in
full force and about four abreast and ten deep promoting this
industry or this idea. I see that Mr. Osland, Nebraska
Telephone Association, is neutral on it, but I would just hope
that members of this body who were so adamantly concerned with
the benefits of telephone deregula t i o n wi l l find that those
benefits do not necessarily trickle down to the people whom
Senator Hall is attempting to serve here and that when t hey do
become available to those individuals, it almost has to be by
l egi s l a t i v e m andate . So I gu e s s I ' m a little bit surprised,
Senator Hall, that the industry is willing to allow legislative
encroachment in this area after having fought so valiantly and,
I m ig h t add , we l l , j u st v al i ant l y , I ' l l l et i t go a t t h a t , f o r
deregulation. But let this be a lesson to all of us that when a
r eal need i s d i sco v e r ed out t he r e and a ser v i ce h as b e e n
determined to be lacking, then once again this body will act in
the role that the Public Service Commission acted i n f or many
years and if t his body does not do so, then that need is not
going to be met. T hat's the end of my editorial for today.
Thank you ver y much.

P RESIDENT: T h a n k y o u . Senator Hall, would you like to close on
your amendment, please?

SENATOR HALL: Just , Mr. President, members, I would urge the
body to adopt I.B 129 into the current LB 240. Thank you .
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PRESIDENT: The question is the adoption of the Hall amendment.
All in favor vote aye, opposed nay. R ecord, Mr . C l e r k , p l e a s e .

CLERK: 27 ay e s, 0 na y s , Mr . P res i d e n t , on adoption of Senator
Eall's amendment.

PRESIDENT: The Hall amendment is adopted. Senator Ha l l .

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Hall would move to amend his
bill. Senator I believe this is your date change amendment.
(Hall amendment appears on page 338 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: Senator Hall, please.

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Mr. President, members, now that we
have amended LB 240 we have to change the dates that were in the
original LB 129. We strike October 1, 1989 a nd i ns e r t
January 1, 1991 for the effective date throughout the bill. We
also add the language that the proceeds from the s urcharge sh a l l
be remitted monthly, no later than 30 days after the end of the
month in which they are collected. This is so that the industry
sends the money to the Public Service Commission so that we can
basically pay for the relay system. And t hen we also add
language that specifies the dual-party relay system shall assure
prompt and accurate relay of all messages seven d a y s a week ,
24 hours a day, including holidays. It's basically a change of
the date and clarifying language with regard to the intent of
the bill. I would urge the amendment's adoption.

PRESIDENT: Any further discussion? If not, the question is the
adoption of the Hall amendment. All those in favor vote aye,
o pposed nay . Rec o r d , M r. Cl e r k , p l e a s e .

CLERK: 27 aye s , 0 n ay s , Mr . P res i d e n t , on the adoption of

PRESIDENT: Th e secon d Hall amendment is adopted. Now we' re
ready for the advancement, Senator Hall.

SENATOR HALL: Mr . President, I ' d be move t h a t LB 240 be
a dvanced to E 6 R f or en g r o s s i n g .

PRESIDENT: You ' v e h ear d the motion. All in favor say aye.
Opposed nay. It is advanced. We' ll move on to LB 486.

Senator Hall's amendment.
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appreciate very much Senator Hall's willingness to allow us to
have this discussion with his bill, and I would urge you to

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The Chair r ecognizes t he member
from the 7th District, Senator Hall.

SENATOR HALL: Tha nk you, Mr. President,members. I rise in
support of the motion to bring back LB 240, t he bill that we
amended the' provisions o f L B 1 2 9 i nt o a wee k a g o . I f y o u
recall, it deals with the relay system for the hearing impaired.
I appreciate Senator Baack, Senator Withem's motion that they
bring to us, the former LB 719 I think it is. I do, t h o ugh,
want to point out to the body that with the return of the b il l ,
the adoption of the amendment into 240, I do have a couple of
amendments that I will ask very briefly. They are , I t hi nk ,
real c' . . and dr i ed amendments to follow. I' ve talked to at
l east Se n a to r Ba a c k , because Senator Withem was no t he r e
yesterday, about those amendments,and I don't think they will
take much time. But please know that I will follow the adoption
of this amendment with two amendments that deal with the
adoption of 719 into 240. But I would urge the body to return
the bill for purposes of amending it. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you. Senator Hartnett, would you care
to discuss the motion to return the bill' ?

SENATOR HARTNETT: Mr. President, members of the body, I'd like
to ask Senator Withem or Senator Baack a question and so forth ,
because I think Senator Withem is correct, is that in Sarpy
County we already have this system. I think we have in Sar py
County we have two systems. (Laugh.) With this amendment and
so forth, I haven't studied it but, Senator Withem, would t hi s
jus limit to only one system within a county? Or maybe Senator
B aack, I guess that ' s . ..because right now we have two ongoing
systems in Sarpy County. Would i t j u s t l i m i t i t t o one sy st em
per county is my question?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Withem, would you respond.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes. I don 't believe i t doe s , S e n a t o r
Hartnett. I might, frankly, given the size o f our coun t y I
t hink i t ' s k i nd of silly that we have two different systems,
that the people ought to be able to communicate and create one.
But I b elieve what this does is it gives the governing body,

support i t .
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